
3rd Sunday of Advent, Cycle A 

Is 35:1-6A; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 

 I heard a joke recently from a fellow priest about this 
Sunday in Advent.  Now a quick disclaimer, this is merely a 
joke, NOT a theological statement!  It goes like this.  So before 
that first Christmas 2,000 years ago, the Advent wreaths had 
four purple candles.  It wasn’t until that first Christmas, that 
Mary had placed a pink candle in there.  And when Joseph asked 
her why, she said, I was hoping for a girl!  Now please, please 
don’t go reporting me to the bishop…it was merely a joke! 

 Why though do we have a pink (or rose) candle, and why 
am I wearing this color vestment for this third Sunday of 
Advent?  Well because we are halfway there.  This Sunday 
marks the halfway point to Christmas.  On Christmas we wear 
white, during Advent we wear purple, so halfway between white 
and purple is pink.  It is a reminder that we are oh so close to the 
birth of our savior, but not there yet. 

 And you know what that means?  It means if we haven’t 
started to get ready for Christmas, we better get our act together.  
No, I don’t just mean getting those Christmas decorations up in 
your (dorm) room, or finishing up our Christmas shopping for 
your grandkids (parents).  Rather I mean what has God asked us 
to take on this Advent to prepare for the coming of Christ into 
our lives on Christmas Day?  What is our mission this Advent. 



 Back in 2019 Pope Francis canonized St. John Henry 
Newman, an English saint.  He has a wonderful quote that I very 
much like, as it pertains very much to vocations, and I just 
happen to be the vocations director.  He said: “God has 
committed some work to me which He has not committed to 
another.  I have my mission, I shall do good…therefore, I will 
trust Him, whatever, wherever I am.  Even if I am in sickness, 
my sickness may serve Him.  Even if I am in sorrow, my sorrow 
may serve Him.  For God does nothing in vain.”  What work has 
God committed you to this Advent season as we patiently, yet 
eagerly await the birth of our Savior? 

 One man who had a mission was John the Baptist.  We 
heard about him last week and again today.  He was given a 
unique and privileged mission to prepare the way of the Lord.  
He was the last prophet to proclaim the coming of Christ, to 
point to the Lamb of God, to remind the people of Israel that 
God keeps His promises.  In today’s Gospel John sends his 
disciples to Jesus to ask Him if He is the Messiah.  John doesn’t 
do this for his own needs.  He knows Jesus is the Messiah, he 
knew it while he was still in the womb.  Rather, even while 
shackled in prison, John still wishes to fulfill his mission.  So he 
leads his disciples to Jesus, and he gets them to ask the right 
question.  “Are you the one who is to come?” 

 That’s the ultimate question that we all need to ask 
ourselves as we get ready for Christmas: “Is Jesus the one who 
is to come?  Is Jesus the one promised from God?”  If not, then 



maybe we should ask ourselves what we are really celebrating.  
Jesus knows our human natures though…after all, He took it on 
Himself.  He knows that He cannot simply say “Yes, I am He, 
follow me!”  So He gives us evidence.  He challenges John’s 
disciples to recognize what they hear with their own ears and see 
with their own eyes.  They see and they hear miracles, the blind 
regaining their sight, the lame walking, lepers being healed, the 
deaf hearing, the dead being raised, and so forth and so on.  
Jesus wants us to know, to experience, that He is the one to 
come, He is the fulfillment of God’s promise to redeem us. 

 So coming back to Advent, and mission, what is our unique 
mission this Advent?  What task or duty has God asked of us to 
get done?  And how will we complete it being halfway there?  
Maybe it is a new spiritual practice like the rosary or divine 
mercy chaplet.  Maybe it’s a trip to the confessional, especially 
if it has been over a year.  Maybe it is working up the strength to 
forgive someone who has hurt us, or even just to pick up the 
phone and call someone we haven’t spoken to in ages. 

 Unlike during the time when Jesus was walking around the 
Holy Lands, God works more through His disciples than 
outright miracles.  God’s work is done through us, through our 
words and actions.  It isn’t some miraculous occurrence that 
defies nature, rather it is our responding to God’s prodding to 
say the right thing or be in the right place or make the right 
move to shape someone else’s life in that moment, often, as St. 
John Henry Newman said, without us fully understanding it.   



And as disciples of Christ, our work is never done.  When 
we finish one mission, we move on to the next.  Some of us 
might have multiple missions going on at once…me, I can 
hardly walk and chew gum at the same time!  But our work is 
never done.  We never rest until we reach the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  That’s why Jesus said, “among those born of women 
there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in 
the kingdom of Heaven is greater than he.”  Even the lowliest 
saint is greater than the best of us currently walking the earth 
because the saint has completed their mission.  We still have 
work to do. 

So this half-way Sunday, make it your prayer today to ask 
God what is your mission this Advent.  What would He like you 
to accomplish in your life, and perhaps in the life of another to 
prepare for the birth of the savior.  Then on Christmas morning, 
we can all come before our Lord and savior on His birthday with 
the gift of one more completed mission.  

 


